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CSU stares down
$100 million in cuts,
requests new funds
by Brittany Patterson
Staff Writer

Changing the game
Senior computer science major Kelsey Higham (left)
and animation/illustration major Michael Tucker
duel in a game of Tetris Fight Club during a Game
Developer club meeting Thursday evening in the Art

Building. The game development club provides video
games created by members for free download on its
website. Over 100 games are available for download.
Photo by Dorian Silva / Spartan Daily

SEE NEWS PAGE 2

Downtown
post office
may close
in possible
‘right-sizing’
by Peter Fournier
Staff Writer

The United States Postal Service listed the Colonnade post office, located between Third and
Fourth streets on the Paseo de San
Antonio, as one of the 3,700 USPS
locations listed in the “Expanded
Access study list” released in July,
which lists Postal Service outlets that are being evaluated for
closure.
In a news release issued in July,
Postmaster General Patrick Donahoe said the post office’s customers
are showing that going to an actual
post office isn’t necessary.
The release stated that the study
is being done to right-size the Postal
Service’s 32,000 retail locations “as
more customers choose to conduct
their postal business online, on their
smartphones and at their favorite
shopping destinations.”
“Today, more than 35 percent of
the Postal Service’s retail revenue
comes from expanded access locations such as grocery stores, drug
stores, office supply stores, retail
chains, self-service kiosks, ATMs
and usps.com, open 24/7,” Donahoe
stated in the news release. “Our customer’s habits have made it clear
that they no longer require a physi-

The U.S. post office on San Antonio de Paseo faces closure as part of the U.S.
Postal Service’s proposed budget cuts. Photo by Jack Barnwell / Spartan Daily

cal post office to conduct most of
their postal business.”
SJSU’s post office, located in the
Spartan Bookstore, was not on the
list, and neither was the St. James
Park post office on North First Street.
Pedro Ribeiro, the deputy chief
of staff for Rep. Zoe Lofgren,
D-Ca., said the Colonnade location
has been slated for closure in the
past.
“What’s mostly making the list is
the smaller facilities that are more
retail,” he said.
Ribeiro said they were working
with the post office to see that the
Colonnade location stays open.
“There are always contingency
plans out there,” he said. “We hope
they don’t close it.”
Beth Pugliese, executive director of Spartan Shops, said there are
no immediate plans to expand their
post office.
“Until an official decision is made
about the closure, and the associated
timeline with the closure is released,
that’s when we would address the
service issue,” she said.
Pugilese said the primary focus of
the Spartan Shops location is for the
students and staff of SJSU.

“It was never meant to be a fullservice post office for all of downtown,” she said.
The four labor unions of Postal
Service employees organized “Save
America’s Postal Service” rallies on
Sept. 27 in the home districts of U.S.
Representatives who supported H.R.
1351.
The rally’s website stated that since
Congress mandated a resolution in
2006 for the Postal Service to pay 75
years’ worth of retiree benefits in just
10 years, the Postal Service has lost
$20 billion.
Should the bill be enacted, the
rally’s website stated that the postal
service’s surplus pension funds would
make up for the deficit.
Freshman physics major Kyle Styron said the Colonnade post office is a
good post office for people who aren’t
students.
“If it closes, there will be problems
for people other than students because
we have our own post office,” he said.
Styron said if the Colonnade location were to shut down, expanding the
SJSU location would be ideal.
“I’d like to see it expand,” he said.
“If this one does close, that’d be a good
solution.”

SJSU and the California State University are bracing for a potential
$100 million cut in December, in what
would be the third decrease in funding
in the CSU budget this year.
The “trigger” cut would be imposed
by the governor’s office if the state
of California does not collect the tax
revenue that has been forecast by the
Legislature, according to Liz Chapin,
public affairs assistant for the CSU
Chancellor’s Office.
In response, the CSU Board of
Trustees outlined a budget request
proposal asking for $315 million dollars in funding for the 2012-2013 fiscal
year.
“Looking ahead into the next year,
it’s clear that we have an uphill battle,”
said Robert Turnage, assistant vice
chancellor for budget. “The state is not
out of the woods as far as their fiscal
problems, we understand that, but the
Board of Trustees believes that even
so, we need to make the case for what
it is the university needs.”
In January of this year, Gov. Jerry
Brown presented a budget that cut
$500 million from the CSU and in June
passed an additional $150 million in
cuts.
According to Turnage, the last $150
million in cuts directly prompted the
12 percent tuition fee increase passed
in July by the CSU Board of Trustees.
According to the minutes from the
Sept. 21 meeting of the CSU Committee on Finance, without additional
revenues, managing such a cut would
have required the elimination of 2,300
employee positions, or denying access to 40,000 students, or completely
shutting down several of the smaller
campuses.
“We had to act fast,” he said. “We
couldn’t have waited. It was very little
notice to students as it was. The real
trade off was it was either raise the
fees or begin laying people off and
start cutting teachers.”
It was left to each campus to make
cuts to their individual budgets. The
Chancellor’s Office had to lay some
people off and reorganize to accommodate a 14 percent cut to its budget,
Chapin said.

HOW SJSU IS AFFECTED
As a result of the initial $500 million cut that was made in January of
this year, SJSU cut about $14.8 million
from its budget, according to Shawn
Bibb, vice president of administration
and finance and chief financial officer
for SJSU.
“However, what is never stated in
the papers in the budget process is that
not only are we taking budget cuts, but
we are not receiving funds to cover
mandated increased costs,” he stated
in an email. “For SJSU those increased
costs include $4.2 million for increased
benefits costs and $8.2 million in increased financial aid as a result of the
fee increase. So, the cumulative effect
was about $27.2 million.”
During the 2010-2011 budget year,
the state added $15.5 million to SJSU’s
budget that was designated to allow for
the admission of additional students.
“Unfortunately, they gave us the
money after our admission cycle was
complete, or too late to admit more
students,” Bibb stated. “Since we did
not teach those additional students, we

SJSU’s net budget
cuts of $12 million
for the 2011-2012 school year
were split equally across its
five divisions:
Academic Affairs

Student Affairs

University

Advancement
Intercollegiate

Athletics
Administration and

Finance

SJSU is trying to offset
further cuts by:






An advancement
campaign of a goal of
raising $200 million
Developing self support
operations, mostly
focusing on extended
education to help
generate additional
revenues.
Using the Research
Foundation to grow the
number of grants and
contracts for students

Source: An email from Shawn Bibb, vice
president of administration and finance
and chief financial officer for SJSU.

held that money in reserve anticipating
what might occur in 2011-12. We used
that $15.5 million to offset some of the
$27.2 million.”
The remaining amount, about $12
million, was allocated across the five
university divisions proportionally and
each vice president is responsible for
creating their own plan to deal with
their division, Bibb stated.
If the “trigger” cut is approved, SJSU
is projected to take another $7 million
in cuts.
According to Bibb, the university
factored this into the 2011-2012 budget
process.
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Study: Part-time college students
graduate with less frequency
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

Senior computer
science major Venkata Munnangi programs a game during
SJSU’s Game Developer club Thursday
evening.
Photo by Dorian Silva /
Spartan Daily

Hackers congregate to create
interactive gaming experiences
by Nick Celario
Staff Writer

Designing and playing your
own video games, sharing
them with others and having
fun in the process is what the
Game Development Club is all
about.
It is a forum for people interested in gaming and offers
an opportunity, whether you
are an experienced game developer or know nothing about
it, to create your own video
games.
Michael Tucker, a junior
animation/illustration major
and co-president, said the kind
of games they design depends
on the challenges the club is assigned.
“Some challenges, we have
a key phrase or concept for the
game, and then people go crazy
with that,” Tucker said. “At the
end, they’re presenting this really weird game that somehow
relates to whatever the idea
was.”
Tucker said he wanted to
start the semester with a basic
game concept because he knew
that a lot of new members
would not have any game-developing experience, and that
more than half of their current
members had no artistic or programming background upon
joining the group.
He said the club is trying to
organize workshops during the
weekend to teach about "different game engines or how to do
different things for games."
Tucker said for the first challenge, the club was divided into
groups which were assigned to
make a game similar to Pong,

but to also apply their own
ideas and make their version of
the game unique.
He said one of the groups'
ideas was food pong with bacon as the paddles and an egg
as the ball.
“People have ideas that I’d
never think about,” Tucker said.
Kristi Loo, sophomore animation/illustration major and
club secretary, said she joined
last year because she was interested in game design at the
time.
“It’s been interesting,” Loo
said. “We make games about
every two months. I do the
spriting.”
She said spriting involves
using computer pixels to make
art.
“I’m really into creature design,” Loo said. “It’s kind of cool
to see stuff you made become
movable by the programmers
and see your little creatures
walk around.”
Kelsey Higham, a senior
computer science major, said
he has had positive experiences
since joining the group in 2008.
“I got to this school and I
was kind of shy,” Higham said.
“I joined the club and made
some (games) for it and people
liked it. They gave me a bunch
of confidence.”
Higham said the club gave
him opportunities to attend
events off-campus and further
deepen his interest in game development.
“We went to GDC twice,”
Higham said, referring to the
Game Developers Conference.
According to the conference website, it is the world’s
largest and longest-running

professionals-only game industry event, attracting more
than 19,000 attendees who are
involved in game development.
“If you know of any game
developers, a lot of them will
be there,” Higham said. “It’s a
fun time.”
He said although as students
they don’t have access to interesting lectures and panels,
being at the event gives an
opening to meet people in the
industry and network.
Tucker said they have had
guest speakers from local game
developers come to campus and
talk to the club.
“There’s a local studio called
Cryptic Studios who made a
(game) called City of Heroes,
and we've had a couple of guest
speakers from there come by,”
he said. “There’s a lot of really good independent game
developers in the Bay Area.
A lot of times you just send
them an email asking to do a
talk about their latest game or
what they're interested in and
they’re more than happy to do
it.”
Tucker said he hopes that
everyone in the club can make
at least one game this semester to get the full experience of
game development.
“The people who come here
are genuinely interested in
what that process is,” he said.
“We’re thinking about setting it
up so that way the whole club
runs like a small game studio.
Everyone can work towards
making something more robust. That’s just more of an idea
right now that we’re throwing
out, but we definitely want everybody to get better.”

Growing numbers of college students are in school part
time, and they face increasingly long odds of ever graduating, according to a report released Tuesday.
The report, “Time is the Enemy,” by the nonprofit group
Complete College America,
includes data on full- and parttime students at public colleges
and universities in 33 states,
including California. It was
funded by the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation, the Lumina
Foundation and others.
“There is a new generation
of students who are poorer,
more likely to be a minority,
working and with families,”
said Stan Jones, the organization’s president. “The graduation rates are very low, so that
even though more people are
going to college looking to better themselves and better their

Russian
scientists
gather to
investigate
fabled Yeti
McClatchy Tribune
Wire Service

economic circumstances, those
goals are not being realized
because the system is failing
them.”
Among the report’s key
findings:
• There is a new majority on
U.S. college campuses, with
75 percent of students balancing jobs and schools and commuting to class. Only onequarter of students attend
full-time, live on campus and
have few work obligations.
• Part-time students rarely
graduate: Only one-quarter of
them complete a degree, even
when taking twice as long as
the traditional four years.
• Minority students and those
who are poor or older are
attending college in greater
numbers, but fewer than one
in five earn a bachelor’s degree within six years.
In California, 14.8 percent
of full-time and 6.1 percent
of part-time students seeking
bachelor’s degrees finished in

MOSCOW — Scientists
from seven countries will
gather to discuss the possible
existence of the fabled Yeti and
the creature's biology and habits, Russian officials in the central Siberian town Tashtagol
told the German news agency
dpa.
Cryptozoological researchers from Russia, the United
States and China will attend
the meetings scheduled from
Thursday to Saturday in Kemerovo province some 2,000
miles east of Moscow.
The experts will present "surprising insights, and
unique photographs and audio
recordings" about the creature,
a Kemerovo spokesman said.

four years. After eight years,
about 60 percent of full-time
and 41.6 percent of parttime students had earned a
degree.
The report, however, includes data only from the California State University system
and not from the University of
California or the state’s community colleges. That information may be included in an updated study next year, officials
said.
A Cal State spokesman said
the school system is trying to
address the issues raised in the
report.
“The data in this report
is nothing shocking to us; it
identifies our specific student
demographic of part-time,
undeserved students needing remediation,” spokesman
Mike Uhlenkamp said. “There
are a host of programs we’ve
initiated and are going to initiate more. We’re trying to
fix it.”

Local game wardens have
cited evidence allegedly obtained by a motion-triggered
camera in a cave some 50
miles away from Tashtagol as
possible proof of the existence
of an unknown hominid in the
area.
Last year, the Kemerovo
regional administration issued a "Yeti warning" and
called on local residents to
be on the lookout for a hairy
bipedal creature which might
come into the open looking
for food because of forest
fires burning in the area at
the time.
The most recent Yeti expedition in the Kemerovo region
took place in September.
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“We have had to take other
resources available to the university and set them aside to
cover the cut,” he stated. “The
effect is that we will not be able
to do some of the projects we
had hoped to do.”
Some of those projects include a number of building
maintenance projects that were
deferred until next year. Several information technology projects to bring services online
and the addition of more smart
classrooms have been deferred
until 2012-2013, Bibb stated.
If the state approves the
$315 million CSU budget request, Bibb stated that the
share SJSU would receive is unkown, but he estimates at least
$16 million in funds could be
added.

Elizabeth Cara, president of
the SJSU chapter of the California Faculty Association,
said it’s about time that the
CSU advocated for an increase
in funds from the state.
“CFA has always been an
advocate for funding for the
CSU, so we think it’s about
time that they put in an increase,” said Cara, an associate professor of occupational
therapy.
According to Turnage,
the state’s budgetary support for the CSU has declined
by 28 percent over the last 13
years.
At SJSU, Bibb stated that the
university is seeking outside
sources of funding, including
the $200 million Acceleration
campaign and a push from the

Research Foundation for increasing the number of grants
and contracts.
Ultimately, Turnage said,
if students want the funding
situation to change they need
to speak up.
“In order for us to be successful requesters, one of the
things is that more students
and more parents need to get
engaged in terms of communicating to their members of
Legislature and the governor, that the CSU matters to
them and that the state needs
to make it a priority,” he said.
“Ultimately, that is the sort of
thing that moves the politicians to act. They need to hear
from the grassroots that higher education needs to be funded for the sake of the state’s
future.”
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Sushi restaurant gives
hungry students a
good reason to ‘smile’
by Jeffrey Cianci
Staff Writer

Walking down South First
Street in downtown, you may
walk by without noticing the
red lanterns and Japanese
characters adorning the overhang outside Smile Sushi, a
small Japanese restaurant creating unique rolls at a student
budget.
Located on First Street between San Fernando and Santa
Clara streets, it is easy to miss
the small sushi bar between the
larger restaurants of Gordon
Biersch and Billy Berk’s.
However, those who do find
their way inside are rewarded
with tasty appetizers such as
tuna poki over seaweed salad
and sushi rolls of a different
twist such as salmon rolled together with a slice of lemon.
The small restaurant has
several tables with a small sushi bar in the back, where the
chef mixes up traditional rolls
and gives you something tastier
than you’d expect for such a
small establishment.
For appetizers, Smile Sushi
has traditional Japanese bites
such as gyoza (pot stickers) and
tempura, which are still good
eats if you want to stick to the
basics.
However, those looking
for something a little different
should dive into Smile Sushi’s

several delicious dishes created
with their sashimi-grade tuna.
Tuna poki over seaweed salad uses red chili paste and sesame oil — the mix of textures of
crunchy, salty seaweed with the
smooth tuna makes for a spicy
but yummy snack, easily sharable for two at $6.50.
Moving on to main courses,
Smile Sushi’s six-piece rolls are
where the real fun can begin.
Ranging in price from $2.95
to $7.75, the rolls can be as simple as Japanese squash and rice
to the bearing-on-over-the-top
creations such as the spider roll,
a fried soft-shell crab with avocado and cucumber.
My favorites included the
poki roll and Alaska roll, as well
as a roll for vegetarians featuring a selection of Japanese vegetables such as squash and shiitake mushroom.
For $5.95, the poki roll uses
finely chopped bright red tuna
tossed in a spicy seasoning
wrapped up with cucumber,
seaweed then donned with a
strip of grilled eel — a tasty reward for those brave enough to
get past eating eel and seaweed.
The Alaska roll for $4.95 is a
basic salmon roll with avocado
and cucumber, but tucked inside was a thinly sliced portion
of lemon that delivered a bright
citrus bite that went well with
the smooth texture and flavors
of salmon and avocado.
For vegetarians, Smile Sushi
delivers an awesome mix of fla-

Smile Sushi, located on First and Santa Clara streets, serves up unique sushi dishes such as the Alaska roll which hides a sliver of lemon
wedge in it for a bright, yet tasteful surprise. Photo by Jeffrey Cianci / Spartan Daily

vors with their smoky shiitake
mushrooms, crisp cucumber,
a mellow Japanese squash and
asparagus for $5.25.
For dessert, Smile Sushi
takes green tea ice cream and
fries it in tempura batter for a
nifty treat that’s hot and cold
all at once, and always tasty for
$4.75.
While the taste and creativity at Smile Sushi definitely
shines, the chef seemed to have
an off night on my visit.
Sushi rolls that looked incredible when presented often
fell apart before one could get a
grip with chopsticks, and don’t
even think of trying to get in
more than one bite or you will
end up with sushi in your lap.
All in all though, head into
Smile Sushi with an open mind
and stomach it will leave you
walking away with a grin on
your face.

Tempura-fried green tea ice cream is a unique treat that finishes a meal well after a few sushi rolls.
Photo by Jeffrey Cianci / Spartan Daily
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Stung
Overtime victory
by Hornets leaves
SJSU heartbroken
by Jeffrey Cianci
Staff Writer

Ninety minutes of rough
play and missed shots led to
a sudden-death finish Sunday
evening, where despite outshooting their opponent 27
to 8, the SJSU men’s soccer
team lost its Mountain Pacific
Sports Federation opener to
the Sacramento State Hornets
in the 96th minute.
“We were on top of them
the whole time,” senior midfielder Nick Cashmere said
of the Spartans’ relative
dominance during the game.
“When you have 27 shots on
goal and to have zero goals,
that’s just not good enough.”
Cashmere, who led the
Spartans for the night with 10
shots, said it was disappointing to lose a game everyone
had played so well in.
During the first 45 minutes
of play, much of the action
was located on the Sacramento State half of the field, with
the Spartans making four
shots on goal between Cashmere and senior midfielders
Mauricio Murillo Jr. and Allen
La Spina.
Fouling between the two
teams, which only intensified
throughout the game, began

with several tussles between
SJSU senior defender Dan Addiego and Sacramento State’s
sophomore midfielder Gabriel
Silveira.
Other skirmishes in the first
half included a foul by junior
Hornets midfielder Alex Lopez
in the 33rd minute that resulted
in a yellow card for the player.
Other rough plays, including
one player sliding into another
from behind, went unpunished
by the referee and received
boos from the audience, creating an obvious tension in an
already on-edge tie game.
Spartans’ assistant coach
Ron Smare said there was a
good amount of fouling, but
such should be expected in the
division opener.
“It certainly was a rough
night, but this is Division-I and
Sacramento State is a rival —
the games tend to be that way,”
said Smare, adding he didn’t
think any missed calls that
may have occurred changed
the final outcome of the game.
The second half began with
Cashmere continuing the Spartans’ drive to the opposing net,
firing off a shot in the 51st minute that sailed just wide to the

Senior midfielder Nick Cashmere (20) shows his acrobatic ability with an attempted bicycle kick in front of senior Hornet defender Rory
O’Day (7) during the Spartans’ 1-0 overtime loss to Sacramento State on Sunday night. Photo by Jason Reed / Contributing Photographer

right of the goal.
Fouling continued in the second half by both times as the
play continued to remain tense
with a 0-0 score.
In the 54th minute, junior
Hornets defender Casey Bernard was ejected from the game
with a red card for sliding into
an SJSU player, giving the Spar-

tans an advantage of one more
player on the field.
Toward the end of the second
half, several well-executed plays
by junior midfielder Steven Sanchez, including an 87th minute
shot on goal, were stopped by
Hornets keeper Cesar Castillo.
However, the game would
go into sudden-death over-

time, where in the 95th minute Hornet forward Chris Bettencourt capitalized on a shot
that bounced over the grabbing
hands of Spartans keeper Doug
Highton.
Bettencourt dribbled the
missed ball behind Highton and
made a shot on the open net for
the defeat, putting the Spartans

at 3-3-3 for the season thus far
and 0-1-0 in conference play.
“I think we are going to be fine
going forward — sometimes this
happens,” Smare said on the loss.
“Sacramento State was a very fine
team. We pretty much dominated
them and for whatever reason we
couldn’t get the ball in net this
time.”
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ACROSS
1. Bring in a harvest
5. Budget ___-Car
10. With the bow, musically
14. “M*A*S*H” star Alan
15. Problem for a grain farmer
16. Kind of balloon
17. Cordon ___ (master chef)
18. Moon of Saturn
19. Arrive back at the airport
20. Comedian/actor’s ﬁne
glassware?
23. Book before Jeremiah
24. Caps Lock neighbor
25. Golfer’s drivers?
32. “Paradise Lost” locale
36. Kind of apple, beetle or
garden
37. Neighbor of Fiji
38. Jai ___ (handball relative)
39. “___ Frutti” (Little
Richard tune)
41. Croissant, for one
42. Enter one’s user name
and password
44. “___ I say, not . . .”
45. John and Jane
46. Singer’s piece of fruit?
49. ___ for tat
50. Lack of vitality
55. Actor’s Mustang?
59. Adverse fate
61. Make one’s hair stand ___
62. The good earth?
63. Actress Hathaway
64. Song’s partner
65. Dermatologist’s concern
66. Three or four bucks
67. “Week” or “rear” follower
68. Companion of thick
DOWN
1. Torah authority
2. Designer Perry
3. Quested in “A Passage to
India”

Previous Puzzle Solved

4. First of six popes
5. Keep out of college sports
for a season
6. Actor Bana of “Munich”
7. “The Killing Fields” Oscar
winner
8. Broadway award
9. Bikini explosions
10. Words from the conductor
11. MTV show, “The ___
World”
12. Soup container
13. Quite unusual
21. Chinese leader Sun
___-sen
22. Fancy shooting marbles
26. Semisoft Dutch cheese
27. Prevent, in legalese
28. Go back to an old source
29. Melville classic of 1847
30. 1996 presidential candidate Bob
31. Maglie and Mineo
32. The 50 in 50-50

33. Race created by Wells
34. Mar-A-___ (Palm Beach
estate)
35. One skilled at managing
his pride?
40. New York hockey player
43. Hair-removal brand name
47. Walked boldly
48. London has two
51. D-sharp’s equivalent
52. Freeload
53. Persian, today
54. They produce spots
55. Give an edge to
56. Words before “instant” o
“uproar”
57. Button on email programs
58. Start of many Grimm
tales
59. Senior, to junior
60. Early afternoon

Embrace your embarrassment
The other day I was watching one of comedian Louis
C.K.’s standup routines and
ended up spitting up my Hot
Pocket, mid-glorious-chew.
He said, “There are two types
of people in the world: People
who say they pee in the shower, and dirty liars.” I thought it
was hilarious — mainly because
I’m a sick person — but also because you all know it’s true.
And it made me think, why
don’t people admit embarrassing things like this more often?
We’re all so afraid of looking
stupid and avoid being laughed
at at all costs.
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God forbid our egos are bruised.
But one of the first things I
ask people when I want to get
to know them better is, “What
is one of your most embarrassing moments?”
It’s amazing the types of stories you’ll hear — some vomitinducing, others tear-jerking.
It’s much harder for me to

answer — seeing as I have an
embarrassing moment approximately every 30 minutes of my
life — but I decided I should reveal one of my own in hopes that
all of you will be a bit more open
and willing to share as well.
It was my first day ever at SJSU.
I decided to wear shorts and
a tank top that day because
the August weather was hotter
than Satan’s butt crack.
I had just finished my first
class and it was time to head
over to my second one.
I was unsure how long it
would take me to get from one
side of campus to the other so I

After reading the article of Professor Persis Karim’s presentation on the
Israeli/Palestinian conflict last week, I
was very concerned to see that she had
presented an extremely biased view on
the conflict, and failed to recognize the
real issues at hand.
She seemed not to understand the
most important part of the conflict: Israel wants peace. In 2005, Israel evacuated all Israeli citizens from Gaza, part
of its historic homeland, in hope of cre-

decided to start walking briskly.
I started this strange gallop along
the edge of the walkway where
the cement meets the grass.
Don’t ask me why I thought
that was OK.
That’s when it happened —
there was a small puddle of water on the ground that I stepped
right into.
I lost traction under my foot
and began to engage in the
most awkward fall of my life in
front of hundreds of strangers.
Now, when I say awkward, I do
not mean Michael Cera awkward.
I mean the type of awkward
that spills over your body when
your parents tell you where
babies come from; the type
of awkward that body slams
you when you have diarrhea
at a wedding and you’re the
bride; the type of awkward that
chokes you out when you tell
a racist joke about the ethnicity of the person sitting directly
behind you, but only realize
this after you’ve said it.
This fall was like no other I
have ever taken.
My right leg gave in and my

ating good will on the Palestinian side
and paving the way for an independent
Palestinian state.
Israel asked for nothing in return.
What they received was rocket fire by
the terrorist group Hamas, which currently controls the Gaza Strip, into civilian cities neighboring the border.
During the last week of September, the
Palestinian Authority tried to declare independence by going to the United Nations,
without negotiating a peace agreement

left one tried to compensate
by stiffening, but it did nothing helpful and landed me in
a pseudo-splits position, my
arms flailing around and my
mouth letting out a sound that I
can only describe as Chewbacca in a drunken stupor.
I’m positive I said “derp” as I
hit the ground.
I now looked like a chalk
outline of someone who has
just been murdered, lying there
with my entire body covered in
mud and shame.
I got up as soon as I comprehended what had happened.
No one asked me if I was
okay. Except for one girl. She
came up to me, giggling and
said, “Are you alright?”
“Yeah, I think so,” was all I
could get out.
“Just a wittuw embawassed?” She mocked me in a baby
voice that made me want to
poke needles into a little voodoo doll version of her body.
“Uh, yeah…”
She walked away laughing with her friend and I stood
there shaking from head to toe,

with Israel. They hope the world will tell
Israel to do more for peace. But Israel has
done all that it can while Mahmoud Abbas,
the president of the Palestinian Authority,
refuses to even acknowledge the existence
of Israel.
Israel not only wants peace, but
cares for the lives of its neighbors. Israeli nonprofits have saved lives around
the world, such as Save a Child’s Heart
Foundation, which has provided lifesaving cardiac surgeries for more than
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almost convulsing, feeling like
a complete idiot.
I spent the rest of the day
hoping no one would ever remember, and that no one would
notice that I looked like failure
in human form.
In retrospect it was one of
the funniest things I have ever
done, unintentionally.
I realized that sharing stories like this is almost therapeutic, because these moments are
when we are most vulnerable.
Usually we just want to
erase them from memory for
the rest of eternity, but I think
we’ve got the wrong idea.
The way we choose to react
to a situation like this, whether
it be to laugh it off or curl up
into the fetal position and cry
for hours on end, says a lot
about the type of people we are.
So accept these moments
for what they are: unavoidable,
hilarious misfortunes that can
only be laughed about.
We are going to make fools
out of ourselves from time to
time, so I say get over it and at
least make them worthwhile.

2,600 children from impoverished countries – hundreds of them from the Palestinian Authority.
I hope that Professor Karim will try
to understand the real issues at hand
because I am afraid that if she doesn’t,
students at this university may never
be able to learn the truth of this complicated issue.
Thank you,
Eric Medeiros
RTVF Major

Rule of law ignored when those in power break it
In America, nobody is supposed to be above
the law. The idea of a government of laws, not
of men, was central to America’s founding and is
one of the things that’s supposed to make American government accountable to its citizens.
In practice though, the rule of law gets a little
wonky.
An article on Monday from Bloomberg
News lays out evidence that a subsidiary
of Koch Industries did business with Iran in
violation of a U.S. trade ban with the country
dating to 1995.
The subsidiary that did business with Iran
was legally located in France, and according
to the Bloomberg article, Koch Industries took
great care to ensure it complied with the letter
of U.S. law.
To do this, it has an army of lawyers whose
job is to make sure the company isn’t technically
committing a crime.
Like the Koch brothers, Anwar Al-Awlaki
was a U.S. citizen, and like the Koch brothers, he
was suspected of dealing with groups labeled as
supporters of terrorism by the U.S. State Department — he produced propaganda videos published for al-Qaida on the Internet, and according to government spokespeople, helped plan
and execute a number of terrorist attacks.
He didn’t have lawyers or a “compliance department” to protect him before he was assassinated by a remote-controlled drone in Yemen
on Sept. 30. No evidence of his crimes has been
presented by the U.S. government, just declarations of guilt — the evidence, they say, is “classified.”

Classified information isn’t
always sacred, however, depending on who you know. Bradley
Manning — allegedly the person
behind the leak of thousands of
classified U.S. diplomatic cables
to WikiLeaks — is being held in
prison without trial.
He faces charges including
“disclosing classified information concerning
the national defense with reason to believe that
the information could cause injury to the United
States,” which is very serious when you’re Pfc.
Bradley Manning.
On the other hand, when you’re Vice President Dick Cheney, leaking classified information
may not be such a big deal.
In 2003, Valerie Plame was outed as a covert
CIA agent in the Washington Post. Plame’s husband, Joseph Wilson, maintains this information
was leaked to the press in retaliation for an article
of his, published in the New York Times, which
contradicted the Bush administration’s claims
about Iraq seeking “weapons of mass destruction.”
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The investigation that followed led to Cheney’s office,
and he blamed his chief of staff I.
By
Lewis “Scooter” Libby, who was
Matthew
sentenced to 30 months in jail, a
Gerring
sentence later commuted to “time
served” by George W. Bush.
Manning, on the other hand,
hasn’t faced trial and has been
in prison for more than a year.
I know these are generalizations, and a case
can be made in the technical details of all of
these cases for their legality, but this is exactly
the way our system favors the wealthy and wellconnected.
If Cheney was still a congressional intern and
got caught leaking classified information to the
press to settle a grudge, or the Koch brothers
were random supporters of Ron Paul who got
caught doing business with the Iran, chances are
they’d be in jail.
Instead, because they can afford a phalanx
of lawyers, proxies to break the law for them,
expensive out-of-court settlements and have the

influence to fix the laws in their favor in the first
place, none of them are in jail.
Neither are the people who invented the financial instruments that wrecked our economy,
nor the military contractors whose sloppy work
killed U.S. soldiers and civilians, nor the leaders
of corporations who made billions in profit but
paid no taxes last year.
Because of the cost of access to the American political process, the making of laws in this
country is almost entirely the domain of organized wealth, and according to a diverse array of
sources from The Economist to The Nation, that
wealth is more concentrated now than at any
other time since the Great Depression.
Depending on what measurement you prefer,
wealth may be more concentrated now than it
has ever been.
This means we’re in uncharted waters here,
facing serious challenges to ideas at the very
heart of the American experiment in self-government right this second.
The 700 people arrested on the Brooklyn
Bridge this weekend as part of the Occupy Wall
Street movement think mass protests can fix this
growing problem. Another group called Move
To Amend thinks we can fix it by amending the
Constitution to ban corporate personhood.
Members of the tea party movement, partially
bankrolled by the Koch brothers, believe reducing the power of the government and reducing
taxes for the wealthy will fix corruption.
I don’t know if any of them are right, but we
need all the ideas we can get.
“There Will Be Snacks” appears every Tuesday.
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